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ABS3E ACT 

InteTyicifs on the t| uaiity q£ day care in ttiQ IJiiited 
States ar^ preseneud i Ji ihis traii^icrlpt o£ a program bio^d^a^t in the 
National Public Radi^ Weekly series? ■'ogtionB in Efliaca^icin*" Bxiters^ 
day care centei; personJiel and othcri^ d^^cjribe and eval^a^e the 
current situation^ r^d^ral legislatiori cr^onceraing children is 
exafflinedi and resear<jh^t^ discuss effects of day care jrcgraffls on 
children. Jane Gold^ aiithor of "checking Out Childcare*', aescrdi3es 
th^ child cate busia^ag^i its diiiieiisiong ani licensing practices* 
P(pggy Piizo, authoi: ^f ^'Infant Child Cape Debate"^ alscu^a^s parents* 
guilt feelings in rtiaticn to outaide cjbii3 care* Advantages and 
di sad van tages of public school sp^n^oirstilp of day care ar^ 
conBidered* Despite sufpcrt for day car© eeriters and cliiid care in 
the public schools, th^ fasteet and mast iiiaeLy used fctin at dild 
care appears to be K^oa ca^e* psychclagiat jsrcaa Kaga^ SaiS fouad 
hoffla car€^ inside or ontsida the child'^ hQ»e^ to be ps^t^t:t^A> oyer 
day care cantet^ by mmt parents* He copBiders stalC-cjfciJd ratio the 
most important facto* in day care quailty^ rocomfflendin^ ratios of 3 
to 1 for childcen undti IB months and 6 to 1 for childr*ec 18 mcnths 
to three years, A fatfily hmm ear^ ^eacb^sr-traliier is interviewed on 
th€ advantages of th^ fafflily-hone ^iivitonjairit, The dictator of a 
large day care ceatt j tell^ of loJig waiting lists and ^he ^ooiai 
co^ts invol\rtd, IhQ Sederal roll in p^i^chool cducatioSi iocluaing 
prcap^cta for coinprt lepsive Pediral cbiJ.d cars legislation^ are 
discussed by Congres^osn John BradeBas ^nd. ripresentatives of warious 
child care interest groupie Th© staff ing^ratio controvetsy is 
discuased- {Aatbor/BJ) 
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Mi-Hl-'i'*;: My h-um'^':; .\\]\ Mi.^rt^f*w* I rir^W your ,ul in tli*.* pn p( ahfujf I 

MfsI^Rnv/: V/f* ' f m hav?- u i.Mby ^ nruj T want^ tn fine] oi: i al)n\il- 

t.tif * f..:h 1. Idea r*- , 

WOMAN t Th.i!. $3" a W^?uk . 
Mr: BROW: Ola a wonk , 
WOMArii Uh-huh. 



i3LAlR: That'n John on the phnno look in cj for childcare in the Want 
Adr;, and tliat. 'n what thio pr Ofj ram is all about — Wha*Q ^atchinq 
the Chi-Ulron? 



hUu R B OVi : B Q * WO drop t h o Lj a by off? 

WOMAN; Yns, that*s ricjht. You brinq tho baby to me and you have 
throe forms to fili out. 

MERROU? How many children are you takinq cars of? 

WOMANi Woll^ WG don't givQ out the number of childrGn, V/e don't 
ff3ol thaf^s necossary, Wo^rc qualifiGd and I'm licenead. And evary^ 
body happy. 

MERROW: The roason thai I ask Lb Lha t I can he^ar somo- 

WOMANt Yeah, they're having a good time, Oh, yeah* 

MERROWi They sound like thay'r& having fun, 

WOMAN t Oh* yeah, they are* We have a good nursery, 

MERKOW: Do you have any othQr adulte helping you? 

WOMAN ^ Yes, I have an aide. Uh^huh. 

MERROWi Oh, I see. Sn , there's anothGr adult ther^» 
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MT iiMi*: If, ! lU'..^ Vf-n rfc^f i n t fi thir;. 



v/.i 1 H 1 ii' 
1 i k.i .1 

Mi: luiolu 

WOMAM : 
Mi- RHOWx 

WfjMAri \ 

BLAIR I 



Hi 0 nur , 

• ]{-{. i.o <\') nut ^:ifit^? 



t.!n' r.n? 



t.h.ih nr^?^ no! 



I riit iioi^w^ I hiuit in hu LaCkqrcnind? 



[ 1; i ^] .1 TV. rhny \u.ivo their TV, tf>f?, 
V/ha t \r:o t, 7 w-^U'^h 1 n j ? 
Dcq your pardon? 
W^kl t ^iro tilery watchinq? 

Thoy watch anytliinq - car toan-M , o\rerythinq 



It* a difficult- 



Would you laavc your child in that nurseryl 
to maka decialonB about daycare ^ yet/ millions of children aro carted 
for QUtj.»ido thu family bocaiiso parents are at work, Sditig people Bh/ 
Ihora ' hi a s^har tatfc^ of daycaru, but that dapcinds on haw you define i" * 
If you beLicvL? that the only daycare ie a formal, licaneed, super- 
vUtjd cuntar ov homo, than there is <i shortage* Thero rire about on*: 
million spaces available, cind ovor bik million preschool children 
with workinci mothers. But there are many informal methods of child-^ 
care some of theiii good and some of them terrible* It's the choice 
thflt'Jj BO difficult. 

(MUSIC) 

MERROWi ilDv/ good is the daycare that our children are getting? 
We'il Let you decide. In the neKt houri. we'll visit several daycare 
centers, ans^^er ads for daycare in the paper* VJe*ll examine Federal 
Inqi.qlatinn ennenrnir\q children and talk to researchers about what 
diycare doti^s for and to children* 



DR. JANE GOLD 



GOLD: Takeyoai' cuy^ from your child » If your kid comes home and is 
r«aliy fussy a lot, isn't sleeping wel 1 if the child really develops 
a lot of Abnornial fears = for instjnce, if they weren't before, but 
now they're suddenly wetting tht7ir bed where they have been 
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;(l..if*'^'i r'liii thifiif — = Ihf^ nUH*r if; i.n \iM)k vvvf yoiu; chi Id'ii h^jdy ; 

' ]■ iM'[ (!i!-«iij!|h il'ii] i\ :\n<:i( i\[<\v\nir\t it ^ipnmy l;f» iiullcatn (jr 
H.iin! Mb- •'i-.'l ui M t t ■i.iyc:.!!^' in iuiiL [kjI" rx? Ji(i ouo < And Ihnt'n nnl 

t'- i.f iii'M" t(; lU V^iMwf^ f|C)t i ii \akf) i 111 l;.i.n ll VP tn f i nd out, 

■11 'r :',!'*: , d .! , i !! Mi' n ' H ,1 [.oc *K t . vi 1 W = d rhf >fdM M.J 

oiii rhi I'i * \[ ' • , Mi) hi tniln W»Muiy nhc^iif t Jr* id of tdu^ rdiihirnro 
1)1! ;n iH ;; i - 1 M* !:' ' liM r y . 

'■;ohl); ;jay "^.i;i' i .1 h)f,>:n'i / or'qarM^tnl buniru)^R ^ but it'p n idif 
jjirn ft* s . W«'M;</ l.aJkinq .ioout a inuunotir? tii^it: brinrjs in ovr^r S() 
iM ii i )n i sr . I q^ t.xj abutU- one In 11 ion and a lui Id' to two bLllLun 

i;> f. li.' ]\M 1 y npt luujru^l ^ind Ihn ront acmoH from the private i^iOctor. 
d^'^Md*" r-'syini oMt tMiat monoy tdiomnelvnri. Tho mnjority of rt.iv- 

oarc ir; | »'i t > n riu h1 and QfjDiratf^d cui a vury informal basis. 1 1 ' 
Mriu HroWTi duwTi Lho ^^troci takinq care of 0 CDuplc nf kidLi-~-it*a 

I n I t;i i.t t i 'u; wiHiru your a 1 Fitter tak?.?n care of ynur kid while you 
W! uk ! ir ynijr older brotMiQr uoniof; in and takos cam ot your 
ohild, I I: Mj loLn nf rni:<ci] tUid ar ranqumontEi. Pindlnci qood arranqc-- 
riKuU 1^ in [jrob.iidy a Iw^iy s crirficult. 

Hl.AMM How ofouf; bi-funi HI nq? Door LLcc^nBinij mo.an BorriGthinq or nut? 

ncn.D: 'll1.1L'::; ball nt wax. It all doponcao . There'll two l(3vels 
of 1 lonru-Mnq r Lirht now, ThorrMs your stata licenBinq and thoro's 
yum tt'dviTcM 1 uo4iH-iHrj, Tha majority of daycare?, aqain^ inform^ 
■ HMy c:5i%Mni/uci and unlicoiinod, 

TlicroMi bean a national consumer uBage study done by tho 
Of fico of Child l)f doi)ment and somo of the more gonaral fiqurc^s 
indicato that in i'J/^, 34.4'A of all marriad women with childron 
uri-hvr 'irjc' niK have jobirM This is compared to 18,61 in 1 960^^ that ' r? 
o mvij.jr incronso. ApproK iitiato ly three miliion women with children 
li and undor lifKidod thu ir own houeGhold^, So, you've not a lot cf 
i:5incflQ parc^ntj] out thurc. 

Of thuBO wnitjii who haad their own household ^ 54% of those 
with p^rc^iichOQl childron arc omployod* Mbo/ look at the kind of 
averaqo oarninq those women make. Their salaries are not that hiqh. 
For the workinq winen-'-^or the single parent family^^I think the 
avfjraqo incomo is $7,000 to $8,000, So, it's significantly under 
what tho two^parent family, or the male-headed household brinqB 
into tho home in terms of money* 

MERROWi Dr. Jane Gold, author of a booklet culled Checking Out 
Chij j^jir^o. DGS|)ite the need for child care bGcause of the number 
of workin^q mo the re * Qontro\/Grsy still rages over whether or not 
it is riqht for a mother to leave her child with someone else. 

i-uqgy i^xHso, author of Infant Ch^iid Care Debate; Not 
Whether But How^ thinks the controvSFs^^FeTtea guilt in parents * 

PEGGY PIZZO 

P1E20! We've often heard, for example, that parents make their 
quick choices abnut daycare^-they take the* first place that they 
see. Tho amount of cDntroversy over whether or not a parent should 
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iii^ a If Ml i 1 f U f !:p ill i. f 1 In- 1 Ml [r, wh^ ) .iT'^ 
■111* :s I'C! M.M'i.i rv ic t it f}\'('f wj i.h'' 



!1 ! 1 * 



Mil t : MI ■ I I iiu I i y lor !. h(.' r\\ i 1 <.U 



IMii 



Ml'!', t i'l lli'^ I < i .1 I i III; !| i [* In^tWf'nfi iliolhrT 
••-•'•!• \ r t ' 1 1 . 

t ; ; i ' ' • I ' I : > ' n: h i I - > .i i' • tip 1 '/( - r 'rMiif > I nyj 
1 . ' I ' ! ' ^! n f- r .? t 5 o . ; , h 1 p ^! ^ ill, I ' '^o* ' i 
^.ppfMii'.'. h\r\i: !3f 1 -j i i ftiiMJii p in wliich 
M i : 1 ! )f iiH m1 ,1 .li f wl ; s ! ' : i n* ' i nu f Ml a ru 1 f i.UM ■ n t. :^ 

, ly .fl.i M* dfMii. !jn i ri<i flu- H(>rt ^s!' t Ml vi mnnuMit 
Mi v; 1 1 I \u run-f- ur f.^fU 1 tls^fi't. Ihink yuU c.ni 
1 Ll'h prii:U lliL i h.lVC had thr; CKp(u^ ir'nor- iif 
: : :i ' I V' ' * '/ p' ' M' i r ? M II' p MMr ill i n whici'i ♦ h^tn* 
* £j"M'/':'.fi d pnt'Tit .n](l ^1 r< i vor . 

Hin il'.'W . 

lu,Afi-'i 'ill*' ui.ii^t a'.: ] I Vlzao nujtitionucl have to dc3 vith trusty 

.i*>liii, t.nhl ine l!iat inoi. Ium^m priitund to trust the p or son with 

whr.m irifV loav{.' the chi lfl, vLnhi tram tha htwjinnlng, and may not 
i ;k Ml- qiuM;t, Lrjrirj tji-v i;lM{u.Ud. In fac^it, it'^ perfectly normal 

uul iiiMltliy i\nt to truiit ri qht: aWfiy. I'rUF^t only comes from oxpGri- 
^.:\\<'y'^ Sht: i^-ivs iL's i^tjttin Lu aiik a lot of quDStions and nail down 
all tluj partjcularB in Wiq baEjinninq^^l^i^^^ / what to do in an omer- 
(joncV'/ 'inti Mt) forth. Thir, wili helpj avoid rnisundoratanciings later* 
1 1 ' H ill u o i n\p £ ) r t_- a lit. L r r liiu mb or that a r r a n qome n t s will break up ^ 
iiHi.iMil',' ^i'u* to Moriif^ outLiidr infliiunce* It's all part of the fragile 
\niti invnii . 

MKRHHW: That idoa f^^nt ab 1 iGhl ruT trust cnsier oaid than done* 
It fjHis to m».' that nioB ^ dayf^rirr: i a bit of n qarntole--not an idoal 
H i t ih-t tioiu 

Hi;POR'ri:^H; KtB, wilsQU, what can the 
working pFirc?nt eKpect from the pru-- 
5iQlK:50 1? 

WILLjDNi Hood riupervis ion * I know 
thiat V'/h.an a person is working, they 
Hhoultl not have to worr'/ v^hather their 
child i heinq carod for proporly* 

RMPQRTER; hs ii child may spend the better 
i ). A v t of t li tj da y i. n s c h oo 1 , wh o is moot 
ronrioTi!^ ibU^ for tt^^ohinn him ri^jht from 
wroiirj ? 

WILaON; The school is to supplement 
what the parGnt cannot do. The parent 
would bcj there if he could. But because 
ho ' e working, ho has allowed the school 
to take* ohorqC 
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MKHHuvh D^iycMr*.' i.eaclH'iS (lUMuJn vMlnori tcUkinq with Hopurti^r 
M c)y(i ,n)hii:](Mi fit' ni .it.iuti KCim in :.;nnUa tAoniaa, Calti^ornin. 

[i^AIin .ififin iifjunt ihi\ laBt i:c^w (iayn vlBitinq daycarn EAcilition 
hc..*ro in w^inh i MMtJuu Oiu; of thum i.ri tho Alli*^nn bay Carr' nonter. 
'rhnri' , ii» ^ -inw Mnoo riiiultn carinq for twpnty-'Bix children in a 
l.ttruu yiilli^w roMiti wi. t;h l:wc.5 winduwa at oj'iu ancl, Tlui CGiitur iiii 
run i)y d Ha[ t i ';f church and aharijtp^^ kwunty-- f i vd dDllar per w^jek, 
})ur child. i'iiilcircn qct to qo autsido only cvury fourth day; 
h\:t. L hi. y d > -ji-i ihrau IujI muals and a nnack avnry day. 

Jolin t*Uk!Ml with DnriM (:(;whord nnd Charlen Olnoy^ who 

* . .h h .] \ I hi ■ A M i ; ^1 Mi f 'op ^ ' ^ . 

Ml KROWj Wiuii'n 4 lypirMl day^-^-kriMW i t: ' n a t:wulvn-hour dny , 
, C- jv/h!_ }■( 1 - T' ■ y(/u h':r^: t;lit» twalvu hourn.- 

i:uWiii^Mb: Vu:i, 1 am. I'm iiuro from ^iix unti.L aix-Lhi.rt;y in 

* h ?^ n^'f^ n ! !jq . 

You*ro Htartiaiq nchool noon but that's roquirod; isn't: 
it- Vou have t-n havo a certain nuitiber of hours? 

COWHia^l) i A certain nniount of hnursi---^so many hourg the only I 
cu u I d ( I vt tn w Q u L d b c i i k o from s g v g n to ten. 

Mi: II HOW : S f J , Y o u Ml be w ( 3 r k i n c| a t we 1 v e - h o u r day a n d t h e n g o i n q 
to ri choc I for throe hours a night? 

CQVIIIKHD- Yds, T have* to in ordnr to be qunlifled, and I don't 
nil nd , 

MKRROWj You look like you fin joy it * 
COWIIKHD: I do. I like it very much. 

HKI^KOW: What do ynu do when you got angry? I moan, you nust 
havo tim?s when one little kid is acting up and you get angry? 

COWiKRD: Sometinies they may give you a little tension, but I 
will conio and got my cof foe--- ' causa I like coffae---and I take 
a sip of coffee^-and then I'll take a deep breath and go bac. 
and try to work with him again. If I get upset and frighten 
the child, I wouldn't be able to do anything ^^ith him. 

MEHROW; Do you over just tell the kid that he or she is inaking 
you iTiacl? 

COV/HERD: No, I don't tell them that. I never let them know 

when I am anqry or when they've made me angry becauee I think 

that would make my children shy of me. I wouldn't want them to 

do that because now they all seem to care- I greet them in the 
morning with a smile and they give me a smile. 

(CHlLDRb]^' PLAYINd A CIH.CULAR, CHANTING GAM!':) 

MEBROWj How much training have you had beyond high SGhool? 

CHARLES OLNEV 

OhNE^: ^^ell, I've had VTRTA training and worked in different 
schools in the city and out of the city and I'm getting ready to 
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■f. hh'i. <M .il t.' M' M i.hf r*-jniTnH iu!K' hour.; (lutt. y<n.i Imv- to 

! p ■< 'ii . 1 , 'Milv ''1 i i hiii' ,! (if 'vri 1 Mpinoh ^ (.LM-iclit >i; . 

:-U f-'KMW; Af tin.:; fiiui/, VMu'rf. pa i t[ S.^Jif) ail [iuut-='in LU,}i; ij(j«;'ruis<^ 
V'H.i h.fv.'ii'l liM.l Uic rnMrMM. irainLtiq? Will yo\ii iMlary <|n up affnr 

■il,:;i.V: W'il, .Mhiiy 1. k tj.Hi.'i! (Hi t:h.,' t)iKl^it.a. Lh.ii ^ f> thf :u ill i.liuun 

Mi',!U-^oW- i! 7<Mi h,!d lii.iiihMri c'O 1 1 uffi' ^ Wfiiiifl you Iw makx-r-'] tfio Rruiip 

Mpr;i:vi v;. i' ' ! t in i : ;]i-.'<l <^ji.h.>Ufw .1 tliiuk f wotH?! inN> 

■'U'K^-W; : ;■ ' Im I u; i ; r t i > 1 1 1 yrju huvM? 

( i.jfsi::; : l A'ri'it: r^AMi: AunuT A lui!.:) 

HLAIH: i'iiit h'?^ ulrn-y .ui'.l Dr? r i s Cowhcn'U^ LiUichnrB at tVu» Al-liSQn 
i My ' 'u ■ ■ ' ■]\^. '^v ! fi V/fi tUii ii'j \.ru\ , 

Mi;[<l^(}V;: I tsjii cor t.^i 1 n I y undnriHancl why Mr, Dlnoy wants to teiaGh 
in pubiir jichool noimi day. At $;^.50 an hour, Gven a twelvQ--hQur 
M ly d*K'>n!M add up !:•! much nionoy. In faf?t, low salaries nnd high 
turn-avor ura comv-ou to daycare contcrs around the country. 

ULAIH: Thu c^jlumbla Hoad Cuntar is next on John's list. Hnrc/ the. 
tup Lt/.iLMuT is/il ury j.H $8,500, This cantor ntrnascs education Md 
Dirc^ctior huni AndGrson i. i i proud of the fact that there's no t^Ie-^ 
VI :^ ion aui.. 

LhUl AND ERSO N 

ANUIlHBONt 'iharc are? Bf. nmny thinqs to loarn in this worid and I 
t h i n k t h.r a o n o r you t: a r t 1 oa r n 1 n g , the better. I think a child 
who coinGs to daycnro, if it*H a good daycare^ is so much better 
oquipped no handle the world when he gets older, 

BLAIHt fioni andorson told John about a typical day at the Columbici 
Road Center. 

ANDCRSON: Tho Cuntc?L opens at seven- thirty and from a ^ven^ thirty 
until about nino, they havo free- play in the gym area. Or^ m^ybe 
one teacher will set up some partic^ular project in a classroom. 
They'll have all the jungle-'Cjym , all the large muscle equipment, 
the creati^o arts artaa open and maybe one other area in a class-- 
room will bo open tor the Ghildren. 

Nine o'cloclc^ they got ready for breakfast, Thay hav^ a 
Department of Agriculture sot breakfast. The children are re^ 
quired tu be here by nine- thirty ao they don' t miss out on thca 
oducationai i^art of tho program. That's? when that starts. 

Nowadays education people have such strong feelings about 
education that it's as bad as sex and religiori — you can't discuss 
it at parties. People yet very vehement about it, Th^r© aro 
peoplo who believe in Piaget and Freud and this one and that one* 

MERRQW: What do you folks believe in? 

ANDERSC3N: Well, a little bit of every thing--niOstly common sense. 
Most of our staff has a great deal of common sense, Itj's very 

fine to read books on all these wonderful methods. When you get 
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in ti (J t n(Mn f. u 1 1. 'j i <: h i. lU r'^; v L^;:h Una oomiivj f;ifam a nuii b l-^uu 
t-ijiM 1 h<H'ki|r-uutu 1- -mii I [. j.-^ r<if,: i a 1. bnc^kqrfK.ui(l'-niuXt;i-c?f:onuniic.: i.).u:h qmuiul 
you cnii'L ]\uM unp rn\(? i!ii;'i:liuf:l ol aiu)t:hnr tticiihud . h chilc.l who'::! 
luicd Lo Ivwinq Itjbbu rui.i in tho hom.Q ia not qointi to ronot: to ynu\' 
vory !^Wi«t.fl , i^Hii !. i fit) V()lct' Hnyiivh " Wduld yau plfyiHo pick uf> imuh 
and such?" t mean; ho \\\Bt isiiM. qnirur to movn . 

MKRHUWt ;;o, ycni hay<:' tu clnbbor hiniV' 

ANDbRBON: Iltj, (chiu^klos) wfj don ' L clobber children. Wo will 
phyiilcally niovt* u c^hi ki or scnnathinq liku that* I'm sura inoHt 
cj f thci otdu.'!' (.:fMih' do it, t:no, but I don't thiuK th^y would 
ovun admit: it;, (hauqliLor) I don't know, moybc they would, 

Our i:(!nt:nr a Uuj Mtrunfjos skillH. I think that's a "qono 
by thu way:ji,di;" hhi nfj [lowadays . All I ever hear when I qo to 
wiukshLMH] and diltoront ulaHBus is "DonMi puHh the childrcnl 
Don't piuah tht* childrurii" T think there's a lot to be said for 
Hocia 1 i zat:ion , too, Ln Inttinq a child loarn through play, 
Fiut I a 1 nn tliink [:>noplc don't do Gnouqh with skills, 

MERROWi Tlio typLcal day--whun douri it end? 

AMDERSONi MoH t kidB leave around Cive-thirty. It* a more like 
an eiqht- thirty to five- thirty day---- which is a long, t odious 
day. 'J-hoy cjet a hot lunch about twelve and then they go down 
for a nap for a couple of hours. They get up around throe. 
Prom three to bIk, there are some new staff memtaers who come 
on with a fresh kind of attitude towards the kida , I find that 
if you work an eight-hour day in a daycare center, by the time 
you got through nap and try to get a fresh-^-^the kids are fairly 
fresh bccai'se they've had a nap. Some of the staff that are 
staying for the eight-hour day will take a nap with them. Your 
old grudges coniG back to roost, I mean if Silas has been clob^ 
berinq kids all morning and he wakes up and goes to hit somebody--^ 
instead of having a fresh attitude like this is the first time 
it happened; you remember all those past events. Someon© coming 
in fresh will not even know about what Silas did and they can say, 
"Now, Silas, don't do that." They can have that patience in reserve 
He'll have a wholo three houra yet to build up his faults again 
until tomorrow* 

MERROWt Lani Anderson, Director of the Columbia Road Day Care 
Center/ here in Washington. In this Center, children are tested 
for hearing and eyesight development, the level of lead in their 
blood, and learning disabilitias , 

{MUSIC UP AND OUT) 

HERROW: Another variety of day care is a program sponsored by 
the public schools. Philadelphia has one called ^'Get Set"* In 
that city, five thousand children attend ninety-^two centers, year 
■round. Liane Hansen of Station TOHY, reports. 



HANSEN I Child care and early childhood education through the 
public schools has been alive and well for elevan years in Phila"- 
delphia's "Get Set" program. Need is the min priority for 
admission into the program,- which has no feea^ and all children 
are provided with a hot lunch* Bertram Snaed/. director of the 
program, bel ieves there arc advantages and diaad vantages to the 
program's involvement with the public school system. 



LIANE HANSEN 
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|iKI';Kf>: fin^ nf riK' f^'iin'TH t'ha* oonrrf? rnn MKiny of the pub 1 if: d^iy 
carv ijonLorK in Horrif^thiiiq wu cii II ^'cjash flow'*. Whc^rc rirr thn 
mon LuhV ilow noon cnii you qtM., ynur luinds o?i tihom to keap your 
Pimration qoinq? It inoanH that you have* to qn to banka and you 
fiavn to borrow mant: y cirul it urcuitOB probloiTiH, I'm not saying 
that t:hG schnul syHtom dnu^ni't; hc^rrow inoiioy, hut in tGrmo of our 
Dwn |. ' r<:) (J r am , i f t hu d tc\ t a do o fJn * t pay off it t a k a s two mon t h b , 
t-hrar^ nu^nthfc^iBiK mrinths? to qc^t- th^ nionoy , Tho proce^B ^ayn; thnt 
firjit yruj sf:M?rid tho moruiy^ then ynu bill thc^ Btatn and then thtiy 
ruturn it t yoiu What that maaiui tin a nmall npairation in thnt 
it may huuumt' dufunc;t Hiniply bocaUBe the fundfj arDn't there* 
i^n that's n d^'finitLO d i iuid vant^K . 

ODr^ ndvanVixtjo 1 find i tihat if you Btnrt with kidm mnf^h 
5ucHier, r>ith(M:' than w,i i 1- until thuy ar(2 C(;ur and a half or ^iva 
yt.?ars nid and cjnt into k in^iort;nxt<jn^^i f ynu start at thrtio, it 
lTUMh^ mtik(» a d i f fcircuTco , Ho, could tio toqathor what happuriEi 
with hirn a throo and four year old riqht on through tho qrades- 

Anothur buncfit; in that I think that by beiny in schools 
t lui wdiiictjH ,u'n Htui ditT/ buIjh i cuit ial , thf^y ^ rti clean ^ thtjy ' ru 
nt.uit. It's much bottur than bo in 9 iri a small church wher^j that 
kind of thinq isn't true ^ or in a conyTiunity ccntor where that hind 
' ^ P thinq may not bo truo; or any number of other placea wherr thny 
/ b to wh n ro t h a t ' not t r uo » 

On tho other side of the coinf all of our employaea are 
union izadi Now, to a degree^ I think that's good. I think people 
aro untitlGd to tho best possible benefits thoy oan get on the job. 
But, quite frankly, it km made thia operation much mora aKpen^ive 
than any other operation of a similar kind, We have in our program 
cortiCied teaGhers and I applaud that. But daycare does not require 
cortified tGachera* Tlie child* e mind ia important. If you think 
about a Bchool situation ^ you seem to over-amphasi^e the eduoation^ 
al, and forget about the othor, 

BLAIR I Parent inv i vement is an essential feature of "Get Set". 
Mrs. Elsie Caldwell ia head of the parent Center Council at the 
First African "Get Sat" at 42nd and Gerard Avenue in Philadelphia* 
She says that the "Get Set" program is a positive influence on 
her life and the live 15 of her children* 



CALDl^ELLr You don't mind going out there to those meetings and 
things* You'll bo tired but you'll find eomething within you to 
make you say, *'I gotta get up 'cause I wanna see what'e happanin* 
with my child.*' At "Get Set", your child goes on tripi ^ he'll 
take little field ventures and things like that* which ii walking 
in the neighborhood and learnijig about the neighborhood and learii^ 
ing about the people in the neighborhood they play a very iiriportant 
part in your lives. 

(CHILDREN SHOUTING OUT SEOUENrmL NUMBERS) 
HANSEN? ThiB is Liane Hansen in Philadelphia, 

MERROWi Despite support for day care centers and child oare in 
the public schools, the f aates t--growing form of child carei and 
by far the most widely used is still home care. That's Mrs. 
Brown down the street who keeps four or five children or who 
cornea into your home and cares for your child. This is the kind 



ELSIE CALDWELL 
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Dt Criro inont parnritin artunlty preftir accnrclinM to Iltirvard l^roh'ti'^nr 
Jurgnu? Kihjaiu who BhucUud tho uffectfi of dciy car (2* 

IlliAlRi Kafjnn loakod thirty*hwD uhildrun of working-c Inua J!am;L"= 
I Ian it\ Uantnn far a two -year poriacU Tho chiUlron wora ton tod 
tor aducatioruil anfl sncicil dovo lopnici'nt and thu qu^ility of", thciir 
roltiti onahips v/ith thatr mothers, Tho^Q test results Wt^ro aqjnpnrod 
wi th tUBta of nnothGr qroup a fT dhi ldran who were Kept at honia for 
thiu hlIiiig perlad. Professor Kafjan told John by tt^loplionn nbaut tho 
li tudy * 

KAnAMi If day cMm in opt i rna 1 ^ hnn Mcndi nq your ynuiirf child to 
a Liay uaio cj^jiitur duijyii't i^itMjni Lu haviiS nilich of uu effect csn lilin. 

MKRRUW I It'H kind of n noqative ntatemont, isn * t it? Good day 
carc^doeBn*h hurt? 

KAGANi It deponds on whcjtht^r you are prejudiced for or against 
day cam. If you're for day care, thFjrt you're qoing to ^ay that 
tha results showed day care can't hurt you. If you're against 
d«iy aain^f w^Ll / you're^ 'J^-^intj to say day car« can't help you, 

It also happene that there are a half a dozen other studies 
nov^ done, both in Canada and the United States, that find the same 
result . They all come to the same conclusion that if care is good^ 
thero is no difference. However, I must add, if dare is bad* then 
thero's a whale of a difference* 

A young woman named Mary peasley? in Florida, did a study of 
some very bad day care centers where the ratios were one care^-taker 
to fifteen infants. She found ierious retardation In the infants 
who were in day care, So, the variable of power iB not day care; 
it's quality of care* 

MERROW j When you talked about quality of care the firisti thing you 
talked about was staff ratios. Do you think that* a the ntost impor-^ 
tant determinant? 

ICAGAN; Vee , i do* Yes. The beat way to guarantee good day care 
is to vyrite regulations that (a) guarantee the participation of the 
parents in decisions about the care* Parents are v^ry good at noting 
if their children -s development is awy. They will know it, (b)l 
would have voted for, rather than having regulations on what you do 
at a day care center, which you cannot legislate that you have a 
government inspect ing team as you do for Swift and Company, that 
are patroling the country for federally supportad day care centers, 
if there are some, and occasionally dropping in. You can tell in 
a day whether the children in this day care center are in any way 
developing anomalously. It is very easy to do if the people are 
trained. Then have regulations about ratio* Seei that's an easy 
thing to do, I would say that if thm children are under eighteen 
months, the ratio should not be larger than three to one. And, if 
the children are between eighteen months and three years ^ the ratio 
should not be greater than bIk to one. That regulation I would be 
for. That im a discreet number — no evaluation and aaiy to write in 
a sentence. 



MlRROWi Professor Kagan, venture an opinion^ if you would. How 

far away are we from having a good system of day care in this country? 
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KAGANt We're a lot\q way because recent reiDarGh indicates that 
Arnerican niothers, cither from econonicaHy advantfiged or less 
advantaged neighborhoods, don * t wunt day care, That is, if they 
have a choicG"if they havo to work— the first thing a mother wants 
is to bring someone In hor homo-^-^a relative or a f riand^-payment or 
non'-pdiyment . If she c^n't have that, then Bho wants to bring her 
child to a friend's hoine or a woman she pays* And her last prefer- 
ence is far day care. The reaBons are vory profound* They have 
deep historical biases ---but that's how American mothers feel. In 
the last five years, there's been a large increase in vfhat is called 
family day care-'^that * a category two-'-v^here you bring you children 
to another v/oman , 

MERROlVi Unun-nim, 

KAGAN'. And a very trivial increase in day care center s. That 
roflects the innnd of th© Amorican families. For that reason, I 
don't think we are goi ng to sec a draniatic increaBe In the buildii\cf 
of brickB and mortar day caru cGnters . Beoausa, (a) they are very 
expensive and (b) Americcin families don't want them* It*s very 
hard to monitor quality of the care and the larger the setting, the 
more bureoucratio it bccornos and the ]m&ra bureaucratic it badomes 
the less respunsib 1 1 it^? each individual Care^taikar tends to feel 
for the child. I don't think mothors Say this to thomsolvea in any 
analytical fashion. It is thoir intuition* 

MERROWi Professor jercme Kaqan? a psychologiat at Harvard Univer- 
aity. 

(MUSIC UP AND OUT) 

TOWMli WgUi thDy'vo just sort of been 
f aoi ly , Thoy haven't boon singled out 
in any way, xt-e just that they—well, 
T just tried to treat 'em liko my own 
childrgn* * iand see that they had a home 
cind I think they feol like they have 
had a home , 

BLAIR s Family day care la rapidly growing? and it can be good* 
But, thara is a wide range of quality in that kind of oare * Train- 
ing individuals to care for children at hom is blooming more and 
more important* Some day care o enters i like the Rosemont Day Care 
Center, in Washingtoii, hav^ training programs to propar© peopla to 
care for children in their own homea. 

Linda Ohmans# who trciins the woroeii, thinks that kind of ear© 
comes closest to simulating the home environmQntp 

OHMANSj That, to me* is the main advantage of tht family home, 
You avoid a lot of the "inatitut lonalnoas" of a oQnter*--even like 
Roiemont, Another roaX ad-vantagc im that children can be in miKid 
age groups, All the thrQe year o.lda aren't feogother and the ehild*- 
ran are able to learn from D<ioh othar that way. A lot of the parentg 
prefer tha faraily home b^ccuao the family home inpthor's philoaophy 
might ba closer to their philoaophy of how tho child ihould bo Mis^d, 

MERROWi What kinds of qua li fica tioni you look for? 
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OHHANSi 1 thi? • hhe thiriffs that^s most important to m is that a 
ijODd ftiniily mother should be aoittebQdy who seiss that there axe 

iaarn in^i opportunities in ev^rythitig that you do with children. 
Children cai\ lu(un as miich, or evem motm so, at home a§ they can 
in a tr -in.U school environment* It's really imf)ortant: for family 
home nipthcrs to tako qoocl ph/siael care of the children* 1 mean-r^ 
to know what a yood nutritious m^al is a«d to be iur© that the 
childrsn qci regular naps and that thmy play outside and that they 
havo a qocd balance between active a^d qiiiet aetivittei* Another 
real important thinc| for a faitiily howe nether ii that ih€ bo some- 
body who IB really undorB tanding of th€ parenti* preblenis, A 
lot of Che parc^nts whoso children qo to fainily homes are very younq 
mothors who aru- having their first oscporlenoes vith raisinq itde 
and they look to a lot af the family home Fiothere as sort of surro- 
qate mothars of their own and will ask for advice. Wo need roally 
urLdcrstancliricj J compafiSiQnatg vornQn* 

m^Allxt Linda Ohmans, family hone oare tcic^her-tralnor at the 
l^oiemont Dtiv Cava Center in hin^tc^n * 

MEKROWj Da you t.iko earo of infantR? 
VOlCKt Yes^ w do, 



MERRQV^i Wu*ro cjonna h.ivo n baby. 



How many kids do you tah& eare 



VOlCKi Kelt, at tho moment wc^ just havD two, Wd arc trying to 

qe 1 mo « 

NERROWi You mny "wo". . . ? 

VOICFii VoH^ mn nncl my mothor * 

Mf::RROWi cMw I aoc, liov^ much will it cost? 

VOICI!: Weill we » ro chdri|inq twenty dollars a wook, 

MEf^ROWt Do you htive a 1 ioonBe? 

VOlCt:: YcMJ, wo do, 

1 am curious. How camo yoij clo this? Is thii a good 
aourca of iriGOme? 

VOtCfi:? t thie is soniPthinfj wo lil<o to do, Vlo lovo children. 
(MUSIC UV MD OUT) 

BLAIRi i^Dui^e Sullivan cU roc:ts the ROeemont Daycare Center* Thmm, 
a hundrod and ton children, from two-itiDnths, to five yeflra# are 
oared for. Yat^ HDaGniont can't provide care for all those ir\ need 
and eooial costs are qro^jt i 

l^OtnSE SULLIVAN 

BULLIVANs Wc have ^ long witing^-llit, 3 think we always oloao 
it when it get a buyond tm oi three hwdredi That's Juit. people 
from cmp nelghhorhnoci » haye many mlln that wo refer to other 
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nciffhLiorhiOQri There pro very fevv f '^sources / particularly for 
infant day para, and thnrc b ro many "women ^ho have no choicefS--- 
no options, Thoy must work flnc2 the/ noed a place for tJielir 
chil-dr'^n vhp re thoy can fcol froo ff^m wo^ry and quilt abtnit the 
Qnilcl'fi nouas not boinq mct^ 

HERRQW • Vou s^V you hnvo a i^ai-ti ng-list o£ twn or tlire^ h\^dr^^^ I'Clmt 
\^'OUl ti ^ £ ii\ci i£ I went to theses tv^o -ot thtfoe hundred mothet&? 
What d« yoii iiupposo thay iira tolngv/ith. tl^eir chilciirGn? 

aUIiUl^iAN- K^-lI^' some of tham are Dri pi^bldc v/elfare- Som^ of theni 

MERROw i Ata you -implyinrf they are yji public welfare becaiise they 
coul in 't <jDt day care? 

WhUlVr^^lz V ^ i . iiiEiny women tir^i We h^Ve Beveral mothers wHo when 
thoy pliical t j^oi^r childrGn here WQCe receiving public assi s+^.d^nc^ and 
^vho Hdw good jobs and havo mave^ up the economic Xadtisr'* I 

thihH tiho IX} Jiro m-^ny womon o\it thoig wh-o v;ould li ko to do that if 
tht-'i^ could f ^oi that thoix chiidren' s n-QodH vfore i)ein^ met, 

5U-:RRQl\7 : about tha othGr rnotHer^ that wai tirig l^ietl 

auiJ^ilYANr yj^ try not to thiiik AbQiit ttxem bocauie some of th^ stories 
Sound BO i)Acl • Ch ildron in ir\tc^mmi Jfa^y- sitting arran^rnej^ts where 
tbf^ro am fp^Jtteen or f if teen chil^^r^n with one uJieduc^ted-^at least 
lined in ^arly ch ildJiQo<H'='PemD?i trying to miinage to km&p them 
from cjettihg into accidents 4n3 itci/ing ali\re* It' a p^atty depraas^ 
ing. Bo J L f wo don't have ii placo ior tWm/ we try not to think 
about it, 

Ml^RROi^- IHit aoitiDtirnos you hear" dire^tl y £rorn tho^o women? 

SLitfLIyAN: Y'^^^/ tlioy call back, tinve a sccial worker ^ho doea 

th<'> intake, TJ^oy call ail t^io tirriD glaintiv^ely leoklng^ fat a place. 

^UURROi^ 5 ^irs , rjOiiiBe Sullivan, EKecj tiv'o pir^ctor of the ^o^emont 
Day Qaxo Center in the Di^tr iot off c*elunibia, 

(Tt:LEi>tiobj % Fi maS] 

VOlCtlj iicUjO? 

MERROi^s llDtiOf My name's Jolin Merr^j^, i Baw your ad i^n the news- 
papor about tho day ceire? 

VOICEi Ym? 

^lEKROI^s viD'i'o about to hBm a bafay, Dc yOu tak© care of infants? 

HliRrqws Cih you toll me sDmethingr .itoout your place? icow much 

VoICEi l^eli ^ between twenty a^^ tWent^-'fiVQ ^ 
MyRROWp Oh, I sae, Da you hay^ a. lioeiise to do it? 
VOICE 5 Yeah ^ uhhunh. 
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MERROWi Who's the license fram? 

VOICE! I think you're asking a little too many questions, don't 
you? 

MERROW? VKill, l<:.t me---you know why I 'm askiiig so many questions? 
You're right* I ^^u, Part of my job involves doing a radio pro- 
gram and we're doing a radio prograni about child care* 

VOICE: I see. 

MlRROWt How many kids do you hope to get? 

VOICE? Wellr maybe about one or two or something like that. 

MERROWi Oh, just a couple of kids? 

VOICE; Vaah, well, 1 meaii a got some kids of my own. I mean 

I don't want anybody to drive ms crazy but-p 

MERROW: (LAUGHS) 

VOlCEi If there're are too triany children.,.! ^anna also keep 
my nerves together too^ you knov/ . 

(MUSIC UP AND OUT) 

MERROV/i The telephone calls and visits we made to centers point 
up the need for standards in day care. Some groups are encourag-- 
ing the federal government to play a bigger role, 

NPR Roporter^ David Ensorj. joins Options in Education this 
week with an in-depth look at the: federal role in day care . 

HOFF^^: If WB get Mr* Carter and Moadale 
in the V/hite House ^ both of whom aie 
clearly? advocates of child care^ then I 
thinlc the prospects for legislation of 
some kind are going to be very good* 

DA.V1D ENSOR 



ENSORi That's Staff Director, Ellen Hoffitian of Senator Walter 
Mondale*s Subcornniittee on Children and YoTjth* She epoke to the 
Amarican Federation of Teachers* Conventioii recently in Miami, 

Back in 1971 ^ the Congress passed just the kind of compra- 
heneive kind of child-eare bill that she's talking about*., a high 
point for those who think the federal government should set up 
day care, nationwide* President MiKon vetoed the bill, though, 
saying that it threatened the stability of the Ainerican family, 
But Mondale and fellow liberal, John Brademas, started hearings 
on a new bill. This one, with $1,8 billion in it, to fund every- 
thing from clay care centers to parent edueation* They gave up 
on getting anywhare with that bill late last year ^han, on top 
of our country's severe budget problems^ a amear campaign stim\i- 
la ted thousandB of letters a day to congreBsmen denouncing the 
Mondale/Bradernas "SovietlEing'- bill. 

So, before wm consider ttie prospecti for a bigger federal 
role in programs for pre-school ohildren^ let's take a look at 
that smear campaign, 
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VOTCIii This is Alan fitancj .stick around. 



ENSOMi The Alan Stang Report is a ragular series of radio 
editorials. Late in 1975, Stang did several reports on the 
Brademas/Mondale Bill . 

ALAN STANG REPORT 

Regular listeners to these broadcasts have, time after 
time, heard your reporter discuss the fact that our millionaire, 
totalitarian, socialist rulers are trying to take your children 
away. This, of course, is standard operating procedure in a 
dictaturship. Every dictator takes the children from the parents 
in order to enslave the country. Still another scheme is now 
inoving quietly through the Congress, It is the Child and Family 
Services Act of 19 75, introduced by Senator Walter Mondale of 
Minnesota^ and Congressnian John BradGmas of Indiana* This bill, 
if passed and signed into la\^, would not only spend additional 
billions of your hard-earned dollars, it would also go a long way 
toward the conspiratorial goal of giving the federal government 
complete control of your children,, The unspoKen and insulting 
assumption behind the Mondale/Brademas Child and Family Services 
Act of 1975, is that the American people in general are failures 
as parents and that the fedoral qovernment, thereforei has to raise 
your children. And, it is backed by the same so-called liberals 
who claim that the federal government has too much power* 

The incredible situation in Sweden is exactly what the child 
devGlopers in our country are trying to inflict on us. And, you 
are going to get it... if you permit the Mondale/Brademas Hitler 
Ycuth Act to become law* 

Why not get in rouch with your Congressmen and Senators and 
let them know where y'^u stand. When the governinent controls the 
chi Idren * . . it controls the people. 

This is Alan Stang ... think about it. 

The A.lan Stang Report is produced by The John Birch Society 
Fea tures ^ 

ENSOR: Clips from two editorials. The Birch Society say they do 
not know how many stations used that report and most people see 
the Birch Society as pretty extreme. But more serious damage was 
done to the bill by something else, An anonymous flyer. This 
leaflet was sent to the media ^nd thoueands of parents , particularly 
throughout the Midwest and TeKas . Congressman John Brademas says 
the leaflet contained a lot of inaccurate statoments about the pro^^ 
posed Child and Fanii ly ServicQs Act. 

CQNGRESSmK JOHN BRAD EMAS 

BRADEmSi The flyer charged that if the bill were passed, it would 
take the responsibility of parents to raise their children away from 
them and give it to the govarnment . In point of fact, we had writtefi 
into the bill, a whole series of protections for the role of the 
parent and had made quite clear that we wanted no interference with 
parental rights and responsibilities. The flyar alio attacked the 
bill by quoting wha^ it called a "charter of children's rights" 
issued hy some National Council, of Civil Liberties. They said that 
this charter would become a part of our bill. Well^ that also wag 
wholly false, 
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Last year, 1 was horno in my home coinmuni of South Bond, 
and I turned on the television news and heard the local station 
news director of the biggest station in my diatrict--a very res^ 
pectable station---attacking the bill in an editorial * It charged 
that Little Herbie doesn't want to take the trash out- -Little 
Susie doesn't want to qo to Sunday School--Li ttla Mil ie v/ants 
to get the other kids on th^ block to form a trade union against 
parents. All these things are pDssible under a bill, he chargadr 
that Brademas and Mondale are sponsoring. 

I called upon the news director and he corifessedf and he warn 
quite ashamed of himself, as he should have been, that he'd not 
even read the bill* What had happened, clearly^, was that he'd 
gotten hold of one of these flyers and belie\rGd all of it and 
went on t-Glevision with it. Well, I think I have fomd a nun^er 
of otherwise respectable journalists---both ne\^spaper people and 
television people-^who simply did not do any checking of the facts. 
They didn't' even bother to read the bill and then they go on with 
this kind of outrageous charge* 

MERROW^ The leaflets and editorials may have daniaged the bill's 
chances, Davids but more federal inonay in day care really does 
scare a lot of people anyway, How many letters did the bill's 
sponsors get? 

ENSOR^ Well^ letters were sent to every single GongrGssman and 
senator, though Mondale probably got the most* Rt the peak, his 
office got up to six thousand letters a day, Many of the writeri 
weren't very complimentary about the sponsors of the bill^ But 
Brademas says there's a good side to the enormous reaotion, 

BRADEiMAS i It's clearly an issue that has touched a responsive 
chord in the minds of a lot of people. Audi I aupposej in some 
ways, that's healthy because it's an indication of how strongly 
people feel about children* 

ENSOR: What did the letters say? 

BRADEMAS 1 They are simply saying, you know^ don*t ccrmnuniEa cur 
families, Please. This is what that "horrible bill " would do. 

ENSOR; Congressman, there are a number of iatelligejit and v/ell = 
informed oonservatives * I rementber one. Senator BucMeyr testis 
fied against the bill, who does regard it as iOmetliing v^hich woivld 
lead to the break-up of a lot of American fanilliai . How do you 
counter that argument? 

BRADEMAS s X^e want to be oareful to avoid being eeritiinental about 
this matter* I wish that gome of the people ^ho talk so much 
about how they care about children and families wotjld be willing 
to support efforts to help them* 

ENSOR; Does this mean that you*re gonna have trouble getting 
anything of a comprehensive nature for child day care thrQUgh? 

BRADEMAS 1^ I think that a missing ingredient hare has been pr^si^ 
dential leadership. I think the fact that Senator Mondale is the 
Democratie vice-presidential norninae will be very significant In 
tha event that Governor Carter and ha are alacted, Oovernoir Carttr 
has already spoken out on th^ importanos of tha family* If they 
become prGsident and vice-president in 1977, you will have tfero 
persons who are committed to concern about the family and about 
children. That's the fir it point I'd make. The second point I'd 
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mak.G is that, even as novGrnor Carter has made clear, that he 
will yo slow on iiuUiatiny new social programs at the outset of 
his admnis tration , no too, l*m not asking for the moon, I*d be 
willing to move ahoad on a prog rani of this kind in a measured 
way, For one thing need to encourage the education of per- 
sonnel to deal with the probiema of /oung children* 

ENSORj John^ I think it's important to underliiia the point that 
it's not just right- wingers who fe^l that a federal child care 
prograiii is a bad idQa* 

MERR0V7 ^ You menn the smear cartipairjn didn't defeat the bill? 

ENSORj Not by itself* For one thing, social service to familie& 
havQ been pro\rided by ntates and local governments for years* 
It* a been Bntirely up to them to decide what services to provide 
and how. Brademas and Mondale want t« pass a lot of federal dollars 
to somethinq callod "prime sponsors-' vho would become the decision 
makers in their area, The fight is ovov who controls all that 
federal money* Under the taili as it now stands, the State of Utah 
could decide what kind of child care gets funded in Salt Lake City 
or, it CQUld be the Utah Board of Education or, it could be the 
Salt Lake City government that decides* The prime sponsor would 
be appointed by the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare. 

MIRROW i I *m confused, David. What e^cactly would the prime sponsor 
do? 

ENSORi "The prime sponsor decides what kind of child care centers 
ther© cnre going to be in an area and who is going to run thern. 

MERKOW I Does that mean we're qoing to hava qovernors and boards 
of education fighting it out in every state for federal dollars? 

ENSOR: mo t I don't think so. The bill presumes that in most 
places, the state or local social service agencies are best ,quiili-' 
fied to niake this decision* But, there will be some fights at the 
local level between different groups v?ho want the chance to run 
the cGntere. Everyone from Head Start to coinmunity action groups^ 
churches and public schools will get in on that one, 

MERROW: Wimt about the schools? Maybe public schools should just 
start at age three^ 

ENSORt Well^ there's a lot of support for that idea and it-s not 
just fron\ J\lbert Shanker of the American Federation of Teachers 
who's worried about unemployment^ of aouraB, among his members. 
Bill Piercer for GKample. Pierce is the Washington director of ' 
the Child VJelfare League of America. He told mB that the public 
schoDls should sponsor child care natloi^wida. 



PIERCli First of all, if they am thm presumed prime sponsors, 
it provides one the best o^ortuniti^es to havs good standards. The 
Second argurnerit is that it's the beat way to achieve adequate levale 
of staffing* The third argument la that it tends to eliminate those 
kinds ol auspiaes, and I mean speGifieally "for profit" auspices, 
which the record proves^ have doni an inadequata job of caring for 
children. FQurth , it means that the programs become part of the 
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general educational picture and stand a mxiah better chance of 
receiving adaquate funding, both at the federal and the state 
level. And, I think fifth, and probably niost importantly, it 
ii the beet to assure that you have ujiiveraally available 

services of high quality for all children vfhose parents decide 
that they TOuld like their children to h&ve theini 

But I on the other side of the argumeiit, are people like the 
Children's Defense Fmd and all those pepple who work in Head 
Start Centers, or inany of them anyway* They say, "Why does it 
have to be in public schools? Why not in some areas where we've 
got good Head Start programs, or good whatever it is=^why don't 
they organiia?" 

I have the feeling that any kind of legislation that does 
finally paes is probably going to have to have some kind of pra^ 
sumed prime sponsor, I think right now there are really two choices. 
One ±m to either make the presumed prime sponsor the states and 
local units of government. The other major alternative is to have 
the local education agencies be the presiwiad prime sponsor* The 
group that should do it is the group that has the best means of 
actually offering the full range of services — namely, public schools 

ENSORj Bill Pierce, Waehinftdh Director of the Child Welfare 
League of Attterica, nig group and teacher unions are in the minority 
on this one. Most child care interest groups doubt that the schools 
should take on the whole job* Judy Riggs^ for eKampla, was a 
lobbyist for the Children's Dafense Fund, 



RiGGSt Two of the big arguirtrnts that are used for Tnaking schools 
the prima sponsori are i (1) that schools a^ciat in every neighbor- 
hood and are, tharefor^, available to be used, And^ a lot of them 
have empty spacer and, (2) that there are many trained aduoatora 
who don-t have jobs and thera will be a continued over-supply of 
teachers , 

In ragpoiise to the fiist, of course, tha fact that the sohool 
facility ii there and is available to be used oan be taken advan- 
tage of just as much in a more flaxible prlnia sponsorship than the 
one where the schools control everything # there's nothing that 
would pravant the prii\e sponsor that Brademas is talking about 
from {!) contracting with the school to do the job directly or 
making arrangemeats viith the schools tu use the facilities that 
are available . . . 

ENSORi**,and have the program in that sohool run by Head Start, or 
by conttnunity sarvioeSi 

RiGGSj Wall, thatr in fast, happens in many places wheie a program 
is aotui^ly run by somebody other than the school board and uses 
school facilities. The other problein, of course^ is that early 
childhood programs are very different than traditional public 
school"©r elementary or secondary education, Training to teach 
first grade, or third grade, or ninth grades is not necessarily 
the same as trairiing to work with early efeiildhood programs* It 
is a dlffarent kind of skill. It's a diffearent kind of job. 

EKSORi So, in other wcrd^, you would disagree with something 
that Albert Shanker often says whidiia, "All right, it'i nice 
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that theory's a lot of iicad Start omployees that do a great job 
with kidn, but who iiuver had an/ traininq. But ^ it's better just 
to oLiminate thom^^we uuqht to roquire the training of everybody," 

RiGGSi Oh, I thiuk trainlriq is absolutely essential. There's 
nu question about that, But the training that someone gets to be 
an eleniantary or second c=iry schcDl teacher is not the training that' 
ncjcessary to work with younfj children * 

EMSOHi Also, they'd have to be re-trained* 

R.JGQSi That's riyht, In fact, you can contend that someone who 
has not had four or six years of elementary or secondary education 
training can be trained just as well to do early childhood things 
as a lot of those people, 1 mean, if I were president of a school 
board in a community that v^as struggling with unbalancGd budgets 
and problGmsin staff ing^-ejcceBs staff ^-^and somebody said to me, 
"All right, you've got two hundred thousand dollars to spend iri 
t3ar 1/ childhood programs," I doubt very much if 1 would think 
very far beyond establish inq some day care centers or some sKtend^ 
ed day kind of things in the schools. 1 mean, I'm not sure that 
that*s the kind of forum to heivD the debate about whether we 
ren lly want to have day care centers in our comniiinity or whether 
we %vant to strenqthen the family day care homei . 

r think you skew everything in a pre^determined vay when you 
talK about giving it to the schools. 

ENSOR; Former child care lobbyist^ , Judy Riggs . Deipita Riggs ' 
concerns, Bill Pierce is adamant. He recites a litany of failures 
of ether child care sponecrs- 

PlElCEi Public Welfare has failed. Public welfare agencies have 
beeJi unable to hold the line in terms of the welfare benefits they 
give* There's an attack on ffood stampsi there's an attack on the 
Welfare recipients i and the quality and quantity of servieeB that 
are given to poor women and children are going down hill eonstantly 
In Texas, as an eKample * the^ used to have a ratiO/ for little 
tiny children, of one to six- They had a big study and they said 
that it was too miiny kids. They said, "Look, wa need to make it 
maybe one to three or one to two," The TeKas Departinent of Welfare 
made it one to nine because tt spread the money further. There*© 
another option , too, and that's the health field. The health field 
has failed, too. Dootora are unalterably opposed to anything that 
sntacki of universal service That sounds too much like universal 
health services, which somds too much like aocialiged medicine. 
There's a third alternative* too, and that's what you call "child 
development" or other kinds of alternatives* Frankly, the only 
thing that all the other hodge-podge of alternatives agree on is 
that they want the job, IhBy want the job for a lot of reasons. 
They want the job because they've got buildings to fill? or, thay 
want the job because they v/ant to have the jobs that they see in 
day care for their people, for iome other reasons, 

ENSORj Child Welfare League official, William Pierce, 

MERBOKi Up to now, David, we've talked about the prospectE of 
the federal government payingr for a lot of new programs. But, 
the^e'B plenty of federally funded day care already, 
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ENSOR? Of course you're right, John. Head Starts for example/ 
got going in the late siKties as part of Lyndon Johnson's War 
on Poverty, And, it's one of the, few Great Society programs that 
almost QveryDne agrees is a success p And, Head Start spends 
about four hundred and thirty million a year on underprivileged 
kids, rhey Learn the alphabet and a little inath.** 

WEREOW! So that they are ready to compete v^ith a culturally 
advantaged niiddle class when they get to first grade. But, 
Davidf there- s a much bigger source of federal nioney in child 
cara--commonly called Title 20* It has S2,5 billion for states 
and cities to pay for everything from "meals on wheels" to day 
care- They are putting about $700 rnillion of that into child 
□ are ^ 

EMSORi So, the logical question is*.*who gets the money? 

M£RROW: The federal government pays for day care for children of 
needy families. They can go to any center run by the city^ the 
church/ the lady down the street or a private "for-profit" aenter* 

EWSORi That^ s right. There are fire and safety regulations to 
meet and therG*s Bome thing else that*s causing trouble^ Starting 
in October^ 1977^ centers will be required to have a certain 
nuinbar of adults for every child--if they v?ant federal moneyp 

MERROW * Centers must have one adult for every baby under six 
weeks old. Then there can be five three year olds to one adult r 
or^ siK or seven four to five year olds per adult. That's pretty 
strict, A lot stricter than most centers are able to meet right 
now* i^bout eight percent of the cost of running a center is for 
staff. So, more staff means more money, tinder a law President 
Ford just iigned, there will be an HEW study on whether kids 
really need that much supervision* That study is supposed to 
be out before October of *77f so that Congress can decide whether 
to keep the strict staffing ratios. 

Child advocate^ Judy Riggs, is sure they should. 

RlGGSi ^e're talking about a major public investment in a huiflan 
sarvlce delivery area, I would think that our axpsriences with 
nursing homes i in the medicaid mills and everything^ suggest what 
happens whan you put a lot of money out for human services and 
don't have soitie standards* It*s very difficult to control the 
quality off care that's being given. The problem with relying on 
state or lecal governments to set the standardi in this area is 
that you Ve got, essentially^ if you leave it up to the states, 
which is vs^hat the argument of the president is, you have the same 
agency that has the responsibility for controlling welfare rolls. 
Of course the way to control welfare rolli is to get mothers of 
yaung children to work. Now i£ the agency that is raaponsible 
for feeeping down the welfare rolls and the entity that's responsible 
for makiiig limited money go as far as possible la also making de-^ 
cisipns about what the level of care should be, you have an almost 
irnpcsslbla CDnfliet* 

ENSORi Ifou didn't want to talk about numbers, but I want you to 
anyway^ The federal inter-agency day care raguiraments , which 
Title 20 will extend down to even the very youngest children, are 
viewed by most as pretty strict standards* Do you think they should 
be natioJiwide? 
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RIGGSi Yes, yes, I do. I definitely do. You talk about ra.tios 
of five to one, or seven to one, or three to one* I think v^het 
you've got to romember is you're talking about dealing with very 
young children who need a lot of attention, You're talking about 
children who come to a day care center at ieven^thirfey in tht 
morning^-aonietimes in their pajamas^'^whi le their mothers go off 
to work. And, they're there until five- thirty or siH-thifty at 
night. This is their whole day— this is their whole learniA'g 
experience--it * i their whole — most of their developmental sKper- 
ience. To think that you or I or any other one person can toal 
from sevan-thirty in the morning until siK o'clock at night with 
ten or twelve children in any kind of creative environinent i.M 
just impossible* 

ENSORt Riggs added that, in her view, if we can't afford plenty 
of staff for day care centers, we shouldn't have day qare canters, 

MEHROW; I talked to someone who totally disagrees with Judy Mggs 
on that one, David* Wayne Smith, who is Director of the National 
Assocation for Child Development and Education* That's a group of 
2,500, private, for-^profit, day care center operatora who often 
have disadvantaged children in their centers with fees covered 
by federal money. Smith iays it's a case of too much meddling by 
Washington * 

mYNE SMITH 

SMITH I The staffing ratios were put together by a group □£ people 
at HEW .without any research and without any input from the p^o^ 
prietary operatorE in the United States, When you sit down w-ith a 
group of bureaucrats and come up with a six to one ratio or a 
five to one ratio or a four to one ratio^--which woul^ have b#an 
advocated in these standarda ^^that's not the way to sit down, and 
give good quality care to chiidren in America today Wa are to- 
tally against any federal intervention in family lif^ or in care 
or ehildreni per se. Every state in the United States has rules 
and regulations. Some states might have different ohild/staff 
ratios as compared to othars . But, we want to work within tha 
states. The states are, on the level of working witB our oantera, 
The federal government is like a treasury* 

MERROW^ What would have been the way to arrive at the proper 
,ratios? 

SMITH 1 1 think if they had done re search- --which they are now 
doing . 

MERROWi Do you object to the federal government setting ratios 
in the first placel 

SMITH I Very much so, 

MERROWi Now, wait a minute, you * re willing to accept the £id#ral 
money, though* About half of these 2,500 centers that you riprasent^ 
in fact, do get federal money. Doesn't the federal government have 
an obligation to set standards for how that money is used? 

SMITHS No^ because the money goes to the state. If the fedwal 
government gave the money directly to the proprietary operators ^ 
we could see then the situation-^-that there would haV^e to bi Siome 
kind of standards. But, the money goes to the states* 



MERROWl But, that*s not the way the federal system works, if 
the federal .government is saying they are setting this money aside 
for "X" and is passing it through the states, then, it seems to 
me I that the federal government cannot allow a etate to set any 
kind of regulation it wants. You*ve got a wide range of staffing 
regulatiOTs, Louisiana and the District of Colunibia, for example* 

SMITH: I think that you will find that why you see a wide range 
is because the economic standards geographically are a big change* 
Louisiana with the weather conditions and the way the, ah, set-up 
of the school is is completely different than up in New England, 

MERROWl I have to confess that I don't understand that, at all* 
Are you saying that the weather influences the ratio? How? 

SMITH sin a sense that the Southwest--^the chiWren are outdoors 
more and th^'renot inhibited by bein' indoors like they would be 
up in the New England or Midwest or even in some parts of the 
West, So, that, in your younger brackets from two to five, you 
can have more children, per ratio, to a teacher than you would 
if you were in a aonfined space in a? say, heavily^type winter 
weather* So, those are the conditions that you have to take 
into consideration, 

A lot of people say, well, we want to give quality care. 
Remember that the state has to implement all of these rules and 
regulatioaa^ And, if they are found to be wrong, the state is 
going to have-'-not the federal government. And/ 1 think that's 
where we should^ you know^ rely=-^on a local level* Not in Wash- 
ington where a handful of bureaucrats can sit down and tell yoU/ 
as a mother or father, that you should have four children to one 
adult or one teacher in a center. 

MERROWl Private day care lobbyist — Wayne Smith* 

ENSORi John/ I'd just like to give the last word on day care 
staffing to Bill Pierce. 

PlERCl, Anyone that's ever been with ehildren knows that child/ 
staff ratios make all the difference in the world* You can have 
God and Maria Montessori both in the room and if you've got too 
many kids, they're gonna louse it up* 

MERROW: David, how about some predictions? What's going to 
happen in the staffing ratio battle. Does it depend on that 
HEW study? 

ENSORs Well, they're trying to find out if it makes any difference 
if a center has more adults. But I think the way the study is 
interpreted will have a lot to do with poXltias* 

MERROWl Meaning? 

ENSOR: Well, meaning that unless the study comee down flat on 
one side or the other, it will be used by both sides to support 
their arguments. If President Ford is re-elected, staffing ' stfflnd'* 
arda will probably be left up to the states i and, if Carter and 
Mondale jet in, there will be stricter staffing ratios and more 
federal money for child care, 

IffiRROWi Thanks for being with us, NPR Reporter^ David Ensor, 
with an update on federal support for day care. 



BLAIR i Material for this program on day care came from Tom 
Berger of Station WPB in lecl<Ley, West Virginia; Liane Hansen 
of Station WUHY in Philadelphia i* and Lloyd Johnson of Station 
KCRW in Santa Monica, Calitornia, 

MERROW: If you'd like a tranacript of this program, send 25* 
to National Public RadiD-Education ^ Washington, D,C. 20036. 
Ask for program number 45* h cassette costs |4. And by the 
way, if you'd like to help us improve this program/ ask for 
our questionnaire* Our address, again, is National Public 
Radio-^Education , Washington^ D*C. 20036* 

GOLD I Day care is a loosely organized 
business ^ but it's a big business, 

OovtETOi Sometime they may kind of give 
you a little tension. But, I will come 
and get my coffee,,. 

MD^BOTi There are so many things in this 
world to learri--=and I think the sooner 
you start learning the better. 

GOLD; But there is bad day oare out there. 

(MUSIC UP AND OUT) 

BLAIR 1 OPTIONS IN EDUCATION is a co-^production of National 
Public Radio and the Institute for Iducational Leadership* 
Principal support is provided by the National Institute 
of Education and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting* 

MERROW: This program is produced by Jo Elian Racklaff , produc 
tion assistance by Joan Friedettoerg* The executive producer 
is John Me r row, 

(MUSIC UP AND OUT) 

BLAIRi This is NPR^ National Public Radio. 
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